
 

Alternative online communities 

Platforms overview 

 

Reddit 

 Bulletin-board style platform  

 Users, or Redditors, post and share links and ideas  

 People comment on these resources and vote on them using up/down 

approval system 

 Topics are divided into subreddits such as r/Science and r/openaccess 

 Open Q&A sessions are held on r/AMA and r/IAmA with specialists, 

celebrities and world leaders 

 As Reddit is open to all, topics can be created about anything which can lead 

to some fascinating discussions as well as some controversial ones 

 Use Reddit wisely. It can have loads of great content and some strange 

content too 

 

  Wikipedia 

 Famous online encyclopaedia that is free to use 

 Curated and edited by a committed body of voluntary editors 

 According to a 2005 Nature article, Wikipedia’s accuracy is almost as good as 

legendary Encyclopaedia Britannica 

 Wikipedia can have its controversies and concerns have been raised in the 

past about bias and vandalism of certain topic pages 

 With more experts involved in editorial process, more accurate coverage of 

topics is reached 

 Wikipedia’s ‘citation needed’ culture means that there are often links to 

original sources at the bottom of each entry – a great resource in itself! 

 Through Wikimedia and other ventures, hackathons can be arranged to 

increase diversity of Wikipedia entries on underrepresented topics such as 

Women in STEM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GitHub 

 Online free-to-use publishing platform for code 

 Typically used to host open source projects  

 Offers lots of inbuilt functionality for collaboration such as reporting issues 

or ‘forking’ code to work on it yourself 

 Built-in version control so you can track changes easily 

 Extensive global community with an emphasis on sharing and collaborating 

 Used within academia/research as well as in other sectors 

 Also an excellent outreach and education tool to get children interested in 

coding 


