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Creative Commons transcript 

You may have seen this little logo popping up around the internet every so often and you might have 

even heard the words Creative Commons licence. But what does it all mean? Well, that’s what we’re 

going to be covering in this video.  

Creative Commons is a non-profit organisation that works towards encouraging and facilitating the 

sharing and reuse of lots of different kinds of created works and knowledge around the world. 

Creative Commons does this by providing different tools to help make everything a bit easier for 

people trying to find material to use and for people looking to share their original content more 

widely. 

But what sort of content are we talking about? Well, anything really. People need access to all sorts 

of things such as original music, photographs, art, data sets, research, film, 3D model templates, 

educational resources…the list is effectively as endless as people’s imaginations. But surely people 

can just share and reuse stuff without needing any help from something like Creative Commons? 

There are laws in place already for that sort of thing right?  

Well actually it’s a little bit more complicated than that. Depending on what country you’re in, some 

copyright laws may be a bit flexible in areas such as using other people’s material for parody or 

satire but generally speaking, most copyright laws revolve around All Rights Reserved which means 

that the creator of that work has exclusive rights to use and do anything with their work. While this 

protection is great for protecting people, it doesn’t help with sharing and allowing other people to 

build on your work. 

This is where Creative Commons licensing comes in. Creative Commons created their extensive 

licences to help support reuse of other people’s content while also ensuring that the original creator 

was protected as much or as little as they wanted to be. Once the creator has allocated a licence to 

their work and released it into the world, anyone who uses it must abide by the rules listed in that 

licence. Thankfully most licences are pretty simple to understand so it is clear what you can and 

cannot do with the work you’re trying to reuse. These licences also allow for any creators who may 

spot someone not using their work appropriately and not keeping to the rules of the licence to have 

a point of reference when asking for that individual to cease and desist. But what are the licences 

and what do they mean? 

Well, there are currently six main types of licence which are made up of a combination of different 

conditions. These conditions are: 

Attribution (by): Attribution appears in all six licences. It essentially means that anyone using your 

work must credit you appropriately. Simple. How this credit is given depends on how you have 

requested it be done and if someone wants to use your work without giving due credit, they must 

get your permission to do so. 

ShareAlike (sa): allows for anyone to use your work in lots of different ways, just so long as they do 

so on the same terms of your CC licence. If they want to use a different licence, they must get your 

permission first. 
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NonCommerical (nc): is probably pretty obvious, but it allows anyone to use your work but only for 

non-commercial purposes. If they want to use your work commercially…you guessed it…they must 

get your permission first. 

NoDerivatives (nd): is one of the more restrictive licence elements as it insists that if people are to 

use your work, they must do so in its original form and not make any changes to it. If they want to 

modify it, it must be only after getting your permission. 

So these are the four key elements to most Creative Commons licences and you can mix and match 

them to form your licence. How you combine these elements will determine how open or closed 

your licence is and Creative Commons has a tool that helps you build your licence step by step. 

The least open licence is BY NC ND which requires credit, non-commercial use and no derivatives of 

the work. As you move up the scale, things become more open with the addition of a ShareAlike 

option replacing the No Derivatives option right up to the most open of the six, simply crediting the 

original creator. There is an extra special seventh licence which doesn’t have any of these four 

elements which is CC0. This is a ridiculously open licence which basically lets you do anything 

without having to credit anyone. Pretty useful to know. 

Creative Commons licences are used extensively around the world by a wide range of different 

groups. For example, through Flickr, many independent creators will post their photos and videos for 

reuse by others using CC licences. Many museums and other educational establishments have put 

digitised versions of their collections and well as educational resources online for free use by others, 

using CC licences. In academia, more and more funders require new research to be published under 

CC licences to facilitate sharing and reuse within the academic community and beyond.  

Currently, CC BY is one of the most popular licences for this sort of research sharing as it ensures 

that credit is given but also opens up the option for people to build on research and adapt it to 

create something new. 

But why should you care about licences and people’s rights if you can just grab something from 

Google and use it without anyone finding out? Well, apart from anything else, someone might find 

out but that isn’t really the point. People have gone to some considerable effort to create original 

content and put it online for other people to use and share. That effort should be respected as 

should the terms of any Creative Commons licence that is attached to it. Otherwise, quite frankly, 

it’s theft.  

A lot of the Creative Commons materials that I use are created by people who haven’t been paid for 

their work and who just want to make things available to others for free. By stealing and reusing 

material without someone’s permission is not only incredibly dishonest but also really 

unprofessional. As crediting other people’s work and using Creative Commons resources is so 

commonplace, if you present any work such as a PowerPoint presentation to a group of your peers 

without appropriate reference to the original creator of those great images that you’re using, you’re 

going to be seen as someone who hasn’t taken the time to give due credit and who doesn’t have a 

problem with ripping off someone else’s work which would be pretty unfortunate. 
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So how do you make sure that you’re using material that is licenced for reuse? The Creative 

Commons website has a really handy page that allows you to search different Creative Commons 

resources such as Wikimedia Commons, Europeana and YouTube. Many website also have inbuilt CC 

searches like Flickr, as well as Google Images which has a handy dropdown menu to limit your search 

by certain CC licence types. 

So now you know what Creative Commons licences are and how to find CC content, go out and enjoy 

the wonderful range of free stuff that is out there to reuse, legally! You can even pay something 

back to the sharing community and start licencing your own work too. So, enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


