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The Ultimate Research Tool transcript 

Hi. If you’ve been watching the various research tools and concepts videos that we’ve been posting, 

you will already know that there is a ton of stuff out there to work with and apply to your research. 

Well today I am going to reveal the most wondrous and invaluable research tool yet. Are you ready? 

What is this incredible research resource? Well…drum roll please…it’s the library. Yes. You heard 

correctly. The library. Now you could argue that of course I would say that…I’m a librarian but I’m 

not just talking about my library, I’m talking about all libraries. In Cambridge alone we have over 120 

individual academic libraries that cover the incredible range of subjects and disciplines that are 

available at the University. 

There’s the college libraries that look after our students, researchers and academics in their day-to-

day lives. Colleges are people’s homes and their college library is essentially their home library. Each 

college is unique and offers its own special atmosphere and resources. 

And then there’s the department and faculty libraries. These are libraries that often sit within 

dedicated departments and faculties and often support the subjects taught or studied within those 

institutions. With subject specialist knowledge, these libraries can give you really specific 

information on your area of research. 

And finally there’s the University Library. The UL, as it’s locally known, is made up of one main site 

with lots of affiliated libraries across the university such as the Medical Library or my own library the 

Betty and Gordon Moore Library. The UL is a legal deposit library which means that it is entitled to 

receive a copy of almost anything published in the UK and Ireland so, as you can imagine, it has a 

pretty extensive collection to explore. 

As the University Library is at the heart of the library system across Cambridge, it also has teams that 

look after certain things that affect everyone like open access and the Apollo repository system. 

With lots of libraries comes lots of expertise and there are always people working away behind the 

scenes to help make sure everything you need is readily available for you to use at the click of a 

button. From reshelving books quickly to doing all the technical bits so you can access journals from 

wherever you are in the world, librarians get stuff done. And by getting that stuff done, they build up 

specialist knowledge that you can then tap into so when you need help with finding really specific 

literature for your dissertation or you need something really rare ordered in from another library but 

have no idea where to start, they can help. 

Everyone has different knowledge and different specialisms but the one thing that pretty much all 

librarians have in common is being able to help you. If we don’t know the answer immediately, we’ll 

find it out. If we’re not able to help immediately, we’ll find the right person who can. If something 

isn’t available when you need it, we’ll do everything we possibly can to get it, or a copy of it, for you 

as soon as possible.  

The really cool thing about Cambridge libraries is that you don’t even have to step into our buildings 

to get this kind of help. With many of our students and researchers dotted around the world, we’re 
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pretty used to getting weird and wonderful questions from remote or faraway places, and because 

we’re pretty awesome at what we do, we can still help even if you’re not sat right in front of us. 

So next time you click through to find that electronic journal article on your reading list, remember 

that it was a librarian who made that link work and a librarian who probably checked your reading 

list to check that it would point you in the right direction. Next time you’re struggling with 

referencing, or putting together a presentation, or just feeling a bit overloaded with all of the stuff 

you need to learn, talk to a librarian. We can help with skills, tools and also just be a friendly person 

to talk to. We’ve seen it all and there is no such thing as a silly question…we’ve probably actually had 

that same question from about ten other people already. 

So, use your library. In person or remotely. The library is the most powerful resource in your 

research toolkit so use it and don’t leave it until it’s too late. We can help you right the way through 

your life at university and beyond, right from day one. We can open doors and introduce you to new 

ideas and new ways of working. So go and see what you can find out at your nearest library and until 

next time, bye!  

 


